
County Councillor Report to Gt Wilbraham Parish Council 
 

 
 

1. I now represent the County Council on the Greater Cambridge Partnership and I 
am a member of its Strategic Planning and Smarter Cambridge working groups.  
The latter group considers the use of new technologies to meet the effects of the 
economic growth forecast for the Cambridge sub-region. 
 

2. As you may know when the County Council tendered for a new bus operator to 
replace Whippet on route 18 it got no bids not even suggestions for operating the 
route in a different way.  Since then a meeting of the parish councils’ bus group 
has taken place with the county public transport officer and a fresh tendering 
process was started offering the 18 between Teversham and Newmarket only.  
As a result bids were received for this but excluded the Saturday service. This is 
now being taken forward with the bidders and the Traffic Commissioner. We also 
learnt that Whippet has offered to run a service between the City and Little 
Wilbraham along the 18 route Mondays to Fridays but at the expense of a 
journey on the 196 so the county council is consulting with Fen Ditton and 
Horningsea on this.  Meanwhile the new 18 route will serve Newmarket Road 
Park & Ride to give Teversham village a link to the city and will return to Little 
Wilbraham giving the Wilbrahams an off peak link with Newmarket Road P&R 
(and the city) on Tuesdays and Fridays. 
 

3. The Great Wilbraham quarry has planning permission to be restored by landfilling 
the void with inert waste.  The Waste Planning Authority (WPA) issued an 
Enforcement Notice in May 2012 to address the restoration levels of the land 
which exceeded what had been agreed and approved. In May 2016 the site 
operators were convicted of failing to comply with the notice and ordered to pay a 
fine and the Council’s legal costs, totalling £23,969.00, within 12 months. The 
operator has advised that the Council’s costs were paid to the Magistrates Court 
in May 2017.  Officers continue to undertake proactive, chargeable monitoring 
visits to the landfill site three times a year to monitor progress towards full 
compliance with the notice. The most recent site monitoring visit took place on 5 
May 2017 and officers noted that the reduction in the height of the remaining 
waste had nearly reached the level of the adjoining land. The next monitoring visit 
will be scheduled in the near future.    

 
4. The County Council is working with South Cambs on an exciting 6-month pilot 

project named – HOOP (Housing Options for Older People). The project offers 
specialist housing advice and support to older people. The customer journey 
starts with a questionnaire asking older people (over 65s) about their home and 
how it suits them. This can be completed on line or via a leaflet. The answers are 
then used to put people in touch with local housing options (sheltered housing, 
extra care schemes), support services and community groups that can provide a 
mixture of practical support and advice - with the aim of helping people to make 
informed choices about their housing and wellbeing at an early stage. This is only 
the second place in the country the service has been localised, up until now 
HOOP has been a national tool. We want all people to live independently in their 
own homes for as long as possible and are committed to helping them to do that, 
therefore this pilot proposes more local solutions and suggests alternative 
independent housing opportunities and support to help people think through their 
housing options. It is hoped that if the pilot is successful, a full Cambridgeshire 



HOOP tool will be developed in 2018. You can keep up date at 
https://hoop.eac.org.uk/ 

 
5. In tandem with the public consultation on Children Centres mentioned in my last 

report the county council has also been using the summer holiday period to 
consult on the libraries service in order to deliver cuts in its budget.  This 
consultation also finishes on the 30 September but under pressure from my 
group additional workshops have now been planned for October across the 
county including one at the Central Library on Monday 2 October from 6.30pm to 
9pm. 
 

6. There is a glitch – shortly to be mended we are told – on the County Council’s 
system which means that bus pass holders will not have had reminders at the 
appropriate time to renew their pass. It would be wise for anyone with a bus pass 
to check the renewal dates – and in particular if you are visually impaired or know 
someone who may be. 
 

7. And finally can I remind you that deadline for bids for the Local Highway Initiative 
scheme is now 15 October.  See website for details.  The costing of bids will now 
include all officer time which will increase the cost of a project by about a third. 
There is now also a privately funded scheme where parish councils together with 
third parties can pay for minor highway works without funding from the county 
council. 
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