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Great Wilbraham Parish Council 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of Great Wilbraham Parish Council 

Held Thursday January 19th 2017, 7.30pm at the Wilbrahams’ Memorial Hall 

 

Present: Sally Ramus, Roddy Tippen, Patricia Davis, Joy Bray, Claire Jackman and Andy Goryn.  Sally 

Ramus chaired the meeting in Stephen Bartlett’s absence. 

The Clerk, Natalie Mulvey and five members of the public were in attendance. 

16-17/97 To receive and approve apologies for absence – None 

16-17/98 Declarations of interest and dispensations 

 (a) To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda – None 

 (b) To receive written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests – None 

 (c) To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate – None 

16-17/99 Open Forum for Public Participation (10mins) – Jason Webb was invited to speak on behalf of 

Bottisham Airfield Museum.  He explained that the museum was small and dedicated to 

telling the history of the WW2 airfield in Bottisham.  He reported that the museum is looking 

to apply to the Heritage Lottery Fund for money to restore their buildings and to create 

additional spaces for learning and events.  As part of this process they are talking to local 

community groups to engage with people and gather their opinions on the Museum and 

seek ideas on how to make the site useful and relevant.  R Tippen reported that the he had 

attended the open day and thought it had been a great experience.  The Parish Council 

agreed to add the online survey to the Wilbrahams website and encourage residents to 

complete it. 

ACTION: CLERK 

16-17/100 To sign and approve minutes – Minutes of the meeting held on 17th November 2016 were 

proposed by J Bray seconded by T Davis and RESOLVED by a unanimous vote to be a true 

record of events and were duly signed by the Chair of the meeting.   

16-17/101 Matters arising / Chairman’s correspondence / Clerk’s report – The Clerk reported that 

external auditor PKF Littlejohn had been appointed for 2016/2017.  The Parish Council had 

received notice of a street light replacement (SC8), on the street rear of property number 59 

Church Street.   

16-17/102 County & District Councillors Report & Questions 

 (a) District Councillors Report – Robert Turner had sent his apologies. 

 (b) County Councillors Report – John Williams reported that the County Council street 

lights have been reprogrammed to remain on all night.  Although this did not affect 

Great Wilbraham, those parishes which had paid to keep the street lights on would be 

contacted and their energy bills amended.  

J Williams confirmed that the County Council had agreed to reinstate last year’s winter 

gritting scheme, but again, no change for Great Wilbraham.   

J Williams had requested that Whippet provide new timetables at the bus stop in Great 

Wilbraham and was disappointed that this had not been done.  He confirmed that 

Cambridgeshire County Council had not met yet to discuss their precept. 

16-17/103 Finance 

 Total funds as of 28th December: £59,864.63 This includes S106 funds: £10,686.23 

 Current account balance: £47,165.87 Savings account: £12,698.76 

 (a) Review Parish Council Calendar – This was under consistent review. 
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 (b) To approve payments of: 

  i) Ian G Fordham – Invoice 00300 – Application of weedkiller £84.00 

  ii) Wilbraham Memorial Hall – Sept – Dec 2016 £80.00 

  iii) Cambridgeshire ACRE – 2017 Membership Renewal £54.00 

  iv) Open Spaces Society – Annual Membership 01/12/16 £45.00 

  v) United Trust Bank Service Charge (Oct, Nov & Dec) £18.00 

  vi) Natalie Mulvey – Clerk Salary November £266.85 

  vii) Natalie Mulvey – Clerk Salary December £266.65 

  viii) Clerk Salary – Inland Revenue November & December £133.40 

  ix) Burwell Print – Winter 2016 – Invoice. 17782 £347.40 

  x) Cambridge Web Solutions – Invoice. INV.0055 (Subject to LWPC 

contribution) 

£240.00 

  xi) Little Wilbraham Parish Council – Warbler 1/3 Receipts £751.67 

  xii) A J Goryn – Diesel for mower £29.25 

  R Tippen questioned what the Parish Council received from its subscription to Open 

Spaces.  The Clerk was asked to investigate and present an explanation before payment 

would be approved.  R Tippen confirmed that the payment for diesel was to cover any 

used during the cutting of the cemetery. The Clerk was asked to request an invoice 

from Little Wilbraham Parish Council for the payment of Warbler receipts. 

It was proposed by R Tippen, seconded by S Ramus and unanimously RESOLVED to 

approve the payments listed except for the Open Spaces subscription.   All agreed that 

the Cambridge Web solution invoice should be paid with a view to this cost being 

shared 50/50 with LWPC. 

 ACTION: CLERK 

 (c) To report payments received:  

  i) Juliette Baysham – Warbler Receipt £40.00 

  ii) Bottisham Dental – Warbler Receipt £125.00 

  iii) Equilibrium – Warbler Receipt £25.00 

  iv) David Sadler – Warbler Receipt £15.00 

  v) Colours of Dance – Warbler Receipt £25.00 

  vi) Wheelie Fresh Bins – Warbler Receipt £15.00 

  vii) My Village Handyman – Warbler Receipt £40.00 

  viii) R & A Coney – Warbler Receipt £15.00 

  ix) Beaumonts Butchers – Warbler Receipt £40.00 

 (d) To receive funding and expenditure requests including:  

  i) St Nicholas Church – Great Wilbraham – A grant application has been 

received for £1,000 towards the pollarding of the trees in the churchyard (of 

a total cost of £3096).  The application does not state how the additional cost 

will be found.  The Parish Council has made contributions towards 

maintenance of the churchyard in the past.  

It was proposed by R Tippen, seconded by J Bray and unanimously RESOLVED 

to support the application. 

  ii) Wilbrahams’ Warbler – A request had been received for £250 to provide 

refreshment and drink for celebration of the Warbler. 

The meeting closed at 8.11pm. 

Marin Gienke explained that the editors would like to recognise the support 

the Warbler has received from contributors and thank them for their help 
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and encourage continued support. He also felt it would be a good 

opportunity promote the magazine.   

The meeting re-opened at 8.13pm. 

It was proposed by R Tippen, seconded by T Davis and unanimously 

RESOLVED to support the application. 

  A letter had been received from Wilbrahams Memorial Hall & Recreation Ground 

Committee requesting a contribution to the up kept of the recreation ground.  The 

Clerk was asked to contact Wilbrahams Memorial Committee for the request to be 

completed on the new grant application form for submission at the March meeting. 

ACTION: CLERK 

 (e) Budget and setting of the precept –  R Tippen reminded members that the budget had 

been reviewed and a precept of £24,000 had been proposed. This precept meant that 

there would be a small deficit at the end of the year.  R Tippen reported that as nothing 

significant had changed he proposed that members agree to setting the precept for 

2017/2018 at that figure. It was proposed by R Tippen, seconded by S Ramus and 

unanimously RESOLVED that a £24,000 precept be set for 2017/18.   

ACTION: CLERK 

16-17/105 Parish Lands, Assets & Environment 

 (a) Flood and Water Management Update 2016 - T Davis requested that this be added to 

the website. 

ACTION: CLERK 

 (b) Anglian Water - sewage odour problems in Angle End – S Ramus reported that there had 

been continual problems with sewage odours in Angle End, which are caused by 

problems at the Six Mile Bottom pumping station.  These can range from totally 

obnoxious, to the current very unpleasant odour in the street, and has affected at least 

one house inside. This has been a recurrent problem over the past 30 years and S 

Ramus has been in regular contact with Anglian Water, particularly since October last 

year.  Some remedial works have been done to the pumping station, however the 

problem still persists.  S Ramus requested that the Parish Council write a formal letter of 

concern and request that the problem be resolved urgently. 

ACTION: S RAMUS/CLERK 

 (c) SCDC New Service - Tree health & safety surveys – Members agreed to register interest 

and discuss again at the March meeting. 

ACTION: CLERK 

16-17/106 Highways  

 (a) To receive Highways Report –  The Clerk reported that a sweep of the roads had taken 

place early January. 

The meeting closed at 9.42pm to hear comments from the pubic 

A member of the public reported that one of the HGV signs and been placed incorrectly 

as HGV’s travelling from Fulbourn could not see the signs.  In addition, a further one 

was required at the junction of Mill Lane.  Councillor J Williams agreed to investigate 

and request the additional sign. 

A member of the public confirmed that he had submitted a very detailed report stating 

that the drainage pipe diameter needed to be increased.  The report requests 

acknowledgement that the installation was flawed and that there is funding to correct 

the error.   

A member of the public asked for an investigation to the explosion risk presented by 
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the Fulbourn Silo site.  

The meeting re-opened at 9.47pm. 

The Clerk reported that S Bartlett and been in discussion with Evan Laughlin regarding 

the drainage problems.  S Bartlett was also working on a LHI bid to extend the 

pavement to the final houses in Station Road.  Members requested that S Bartlett 

provide a formal report.    

ACTION: S BARTLETT 

16-17/107 Planning and Tree Applications 

 (a) Planning applications 

 i) S/3563/16/FL 9 Toft Lane, Great 

Wilbraham, CB21 5JH 

Mr Doug 

Rutland 

Proposed Access for 7 & 9 

Toft Lane 

  - Members unanimously agreed to support the application. 

 (b) Planning applications – For information 

 i) S/2353/16/FL 31 Church Street, Great 

Wilbraham, CB21 5JQ 

Mr 

Duncan 

Wells 

Erection of fence and gate, 
and office/workshop for use 
as staffroom. 

  - Members agreed to support the proposal.  Near neighbours and members of 
the Parish Council have no objections but wish to make the comment that the 
Parish Council and the applicants would prefer to have a more normal 1.8m 
high fence rather than 2m and wonder whether it actually has to be this high?  
They believe it will look incongruous when viewed from Toft Lane. 

 (c) Results of planning applications – for information only 

 i) S/2508/16/VC Baptist Chapel, Angle 

End, Great Wilbraham, 

CB21 5JG 

Mrs Claire 

Jackman 

Variation of condition 2 
(Approved plans) of planning 
permission S/0748/16/FL 

  - SCDC grants permission subject to planning conditions 11th November 2016 

 ii) S/2353/16/FL 31 Church Street, Great 

Wilbraham, CB21 5JQ 

Mr 

Duncan 

Wells 

Erection of fence and gate, 
and office/workshop for use 
as staffroom. 

  - SCDC grants permission subject to planning conditions 20th December 2016 

 iii) S/2522/16/LB 
 
 

Farmyard Buildings, 
Wilbraham Temple, 
Temple End, Great 
Wilbraham, Cambridge, 
CB21 5JF  
 

F W 
Deptford 
Ltd 
 

Conversion of group 
farmyard buildings to form 3 
No. B1 Office spaces with 
shared facilities including 
lean-to and gable extensions, 
car parking with bin and 
cycle storage and wood 
pellet boiler within existing 
machinery shed 

  - SCDC grants permission subject to planning conditions 16th December 2016 

 iv) S/2520/16/FL Farmyard Buildings, 
Wilbraham Temple, 
Temple End, Great 
Wilbraham, Cambridge, 
CB21 5JF  
 

F W 
Deptford 
Ltd 
 

Conversion of group 
farmyard buildings to form 3 
No. B1 Office spaces with 
shared facilities including 
lean-to and gable extensions, 
car parking with bin and 
cycle storage and wood 
pellet boiler within existing 
machinery shed 
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  - SCDC grants permission subject to planning conditions 16th December 2016 

 (d) Planning application withdrawn – for information only 

 i) S/2790/16/FL 9 Toft Lane, Great 

Wilbraham, CB21 5JH 

Mr Doug 

Rutland 

Proposed Access for 7 & 9 

Toft Lane 

  - Planning application withdrawn 12th December 2016 

 (e) Tree Applications (to undertake work on trees situated in a conservation area) 

 i) S/3538/26/TC 22 Church Street, Great 

Wilbraham, CB21 5JQ 

Mrs 

Ladbrooke 

2 Willows – fell 

  - Members agreed a no objection recommendation for the tree application. 

 (f) Tree Applications (to undertake work on trees situated in a conservation area) – For 

information only 

 i) S/3368/16/TC 9 Temple End, Great 

Wilbraham, CB21 5JF 

Mr P 

Lawrence 

T1 – Birch fell to ground level 

  - Members agreed a no objection recommendation for the tree application. 

 ii) S/3233/16/TP 20 High Street, Great 

Wilbraham, CB21 5JD 

Mr & Mrs 

Hardy 

T1 – Juniper: Fell T2 Juniper: 
Fell 

  - Members agreed a no objection recommendation for the tree application. 

 iii) S/3157/16/TC St Nicholas Church, 

Great Wilbraham 

Church 

Council 

Re-pollard Lime Trees - 
Group T1 = 10 trees Group 
T2 = 3 trees and Group T3 = 
11 Trees 

  - Members agreed a no objection recommendation for the tree application. 

 iv) S/3148/16/TC 42 Church Street, Great 

Wilbraham, CB21 5JD 

Andre 

Marsh 

T1 – Silver birch: Crown 
reduction by 25% 

  - Members agreed a no objection recommendation for the tree application 

 (g) South Cambridgeshire Local Development Framework: Adoption of the Cambridgeshire 

Flood and Water Supplementary Planning Document – For information only 

16-17/108 Reports from working parties 

 (a) Community 

  i) Memorial Hall – S Ramus presented the Memorial Hall accounts for the last 

nine months.  She confirmed that all was satisfactory financially and lettings 

were going well. The committee is investigating a solution to the echo in the 

main hall, however, any improvements would be expensive.  There was an 

issue with the drainage which has been addressed.  The committee would like 

to replace the current small tables with some new ones and has asked 

whether the Parish Council would be willing to support this financially.  R 

Tippen suggested that the request be submitted as a grant application. 

  ii) Parish Cemetery – The Clerk reported that the gate would be painted black in 

January.  The Clerk with J Bray’s support was asked to investigate sign options 

and make a proposal at the next meeting. 

 ACTION: CLERK  

  iii) Community Cohesion – Defibrillator - J Bray reported she was still working on a 

date for the training, but this will be asap.  The defibrillator is now in place by 

the Social Club.    Members felt that the installation should be promoted as 

soon as possible and C Jackman agreed to write a report for the Warbler. 

ACTION: C JACKMAN/S RAMUS 

J Bray advised that she was considering SCDC community initiatives and would 
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be talking at the Connecting Communities’ Information Event about the MFHA. 

J Bray had been in discussions with people interested in a lunch club and 

elderly people in the village and also reported that E Adams had started an 

events group which will help co-ordinate community events.  This group will 

meet on 24th Janauary. 

She reported that the children’s christmas party in particular, carol singing and 

disco had gone well with good feedback and she would like to thank all those 

who assisted in making these a success.  There is a possibility that this event 

could be run by the events group in the future.    

J Bray had received a report of a village that had introduced a Warden Scheme 

funded mainly by the Parish but received further support from either the 

district or county council which had been highly successful.   J Williams 

suggested she contact Teversham Parish Council as he believed they had done 

something similar. 

  iv) Bus Meeting – S Ramus reported the replacement bus service for the off-peak 

journeys on Stage route 17 withdrawn on 3rd January starts on Tuesday 17th 

January.  The first journey from Little Wilbraham to Fulbourn will go onto 

Cambridge via Teversham and Newmarket Road.  Unfortunately, it does not 

return in the afternoon to Fulbourn or Little Wilbraham because it is a school 

bus.  New timings will be published in the Warbler.  S Ramus believes the 

change will have a positive effect on the village.  J Williams confirmed that bus 

funding would continue for another year. 

 (b) Communication 

  i) Website & Dropbox Electronic Filing – P Davis reported that the website had 

suffered its first problem and was not online for a period of two weeks.  The 

website is now online again and importantly a backup had been available.  

Security features are being increased.  P Davis advised that the website 

working party were considering moving provider.   P Davis has been 

investigating the best way to move forward in conjunction with LWPC.  A full 

supported package would cost around £1200.  The cost to GWPC would 

depend on the split with LWPC.  Discussions are taking place to see if this 

should remain under the current 50/50 arrangement or move to the Warbler 

split of 70/30.  It is believed some aspects of the support package could drop 

the following year reducing the overall cost to £880.   R Tippen felt that the 

overall cost proposed was in principle acceptable. 

ACTION: P DAVIS/CLERK  

16-17/109 Parish Councillor Training – Members discussed the options for outreach training and agreed 

to organise this for a full day on a Saturday.  The Clerk confirmed that Little Wilbraham Parish 

Council would like to share the training.  The Clerk was asked to put forward some possible 

dates. 

ACTION: CLERK 

16-17/110 Buckingham Palace Garden Party - 23rd May 2017 –  Members were asked if they would like 

to nominate a past Chairman for an invitation to the Buckingham Palace Garden Party.  

Members unanimously agreed to nominate S Ramus but she is deferring for this year. 

ACTION: CLERK 

16-17/111 Annual Parish Meeting – The Clerk advised that she would be circulating a list of community 

groups for members to update.  Invitations to provide a report at the APM would be sent to 
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these groups.  The Clerk reported that S Bartlett would be preparing the agenda for 

agreement at the March meeting.  J Bray requested that the MHFA training be included and 

C Jackman asked if highway improvements could be covered including the extension of 

pavement on Station Road. 

  ACTION: CLERK 

16-17/112 Neighbourhood Watch / Police – S Ramus reported that Tony Ryan was in contact with the 

police to get a group established.  She advised that the police event held on 10th January had 

been well attended and all agreed it had been a success. 

16-17/113 Affordable Housing – R Tippen reported that he and S Bartlett had recently met with Bidwells 

to maintain contact and see if there had been any changes or developments.  R Tippen 

advised that they had been told no further plans were in place and as far as the Wilbrahams 

estate was concerned it was business as usual.  The estate would like to do something that 

was considered favourable to the village and were conscious of the need and the pressure 

for affordable housing.  It was agreed that all parties should keep in touch. 

16-17/114 Current actions outstanding  

New Financial Regulations need to be up dated - ACTION: CLERK 

Re-issue Parish Land agreements – ACTION: CLERK 

Finalise defibrillator installation and training – ACTION: J BRAY 

16-17/115 Matters for future consideration – The Clerk advised that an email had been received asking 

for the Parish Council’s views on changing the use of the Station Road Garage to craft 

workshops with a possible house behind.  This will be added to the March agenda for 

discussion. 

16-17/116 Proposed dates and venue of next meetings 

 16th March 2017, 20th April (APM Annual Parish Meeting) and 18th May (Annual Parish 

Council Meeting)  

16-17/117 Agenda items for next meeting 

Any business and payments, to be considered at the Parish Council meeting must be 

delivered to the Clerk for inclusion on the agenda at least 7 days prior to the meeting. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.53pm. 
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