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Great Wilbraham Parish Council 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of Great Wilbraham Parish Council 

Held Thursday May 21st 2015, 7.30pm at the Wilbrahams’ Memorial Hall 
 

Present: John Beadsmoore (Chair), Sally Ramus, Edna Ingrey, Joy Bray, Patricia Davis and Roddy Tippen 

District Councillor Robert Turner and County Councillor John Williams 

Two members of the public were present. 

The Clerk, Natalie Mulvey was in attendance. 

15-16/1 Election of Chairman – It was proposed by J Bray, seconded by S Ramus and RESOLVED by a 

unanimous vote to re-elect J Beadsmoore as Chairman.  

15-16/2 Parish Councillor vacancy – An application for co-option had been received from Stephen Bartlett.  

The statement was read out and all members agreed unanimously to co-opt S Bartlett as a Parish 

Councillor.  J Beadsmoore agreed to meet with S Bartlett and arrange for the appropriate forms to 

be submitted. 

ACTION: J BEADSMOORE 

15-16/3 Election of officers and representatives 

 (a) Vice-chairman – It was proposed by J Beadsmoore, seconded by J Bray and RESOLVED by a 

unanimous vote to elect S Ramus as Vice Chairman. 

The following responsibilities were provisionally agreed pending J Beadmoore discussing 

with the new Councillor S Bartlett where he would best be able to support these delegated 

responsibilities. The final arrangements will be agreed at the next meeting. 

 (b) Committees – Formal meetings, minimum three members, publish written minutes to PC 

  (i) Finance – R Tippen, S Ramus agreed to form this committee supported by the Clerk.  

this committee.  Members were unsure if the Chairman needed to be on the Finance 

Committee.  The Clerk was asked to investigate. 

ACTION: J BEADSMOORE/CLERK 

 (c) Officers 

  (i) Tree Wardens – J Bray offered to continue in this role, R Tippen agreed to support. 

  (ii) Health & safety officers – J Bray was elected.   

 (d) Representatives – The following were elected to represent the PC at meetings and report 

back to the PC any relevant issues, where significant in writing: -  

  (i) Common Rights Holders – J Bray 

  (ii) Police Liaison – J Beadsmoore 

  (iii) Memorial Hall – S Ramus 

   Additional projects were discussed and representatives were agreed as: 

Speedwatch – J Beadsmoore, Website – P Davis, Buses – S Ramus, Wadlow Farm – S 

Ramus, Community Groups – R Tippen.  S Barlett would be approached regarding 

Broadband and the phonebox project. 

15-16/4 To receive and approve apologies for absence – None 

15-16/5 Declarations of interest and dispensations 

 (a) To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda – None 

 (b) To receive written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary  interests – None 

 (c) To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate - None 

15-16/6 Open Forum for Public Participation (10mins) - No matters were raised. 

15-16/7 To sign and approve minutes – The minutes of 16th April 2015 were proposed and RESOLVED by a 

unanimous vote to be a true record of events and were duly signed by the Chairman. 

15-16/8 Matters arising / Clerks report – A complaint had been received regarding an overgrown hedge on 
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the walk between Little Wilbraham and the Primary School.  It was confirmed that the landowner 

had been contacted and this had now been cut back.   

Cambridgeshire County Council had written to the Parish Council advising that the contribution 

towards the grass cutting would remain at £556.25 for the 2015/16 season. 

An email had been received from the treasurer of Six Mile Bottom Sports and Social Club 

requesting a donation for their refurbishment.  All agreed that this application was not relevant to 

Great Wilbraham and the club should redirect their request to Little Wilbraham & SMB Parish 

Council. 

ACTION: CLERK 

15-16/9 Police Matters 

 (a) Police – J Beadsmoore agreed to attend the next panel meeting scheduled for 16th June. 

Following Operation Oakland where police had been conducting security patrols and 

offering security advice, the Parish had been offered street signs to enforce their message.  

All agreed with the signs in principle but felt that the time had passed to install these signs 

since the Operation had finished in the village. 

 (b) Speedwatch – It was reported that all volunteers had now been trained and 6/7 locations 

have been agreed with Brian Robins (Cambridgeshire Police Speedwatch Co-ordinator).  

The kit had been collected and the first session would take place shortly.  G Fry requested 

an email address and account that the group could use, P Davis agreed to organise.  All 

members approved the purchase of the five speedwatch signs requested to support the 

project. 

ACTION: CLERK 

15-16/10 County & District Councillors Report & Business 

 (a) District Councillors Report – Robert Turner reported that there had been an announcement 

regarding the boundaries which would mean the possibility of a reduction in Councillors.  

On 20th May 2015, the Inspectors examining the Cambridge and South Cambridgeshire 

Local Plans issued a letter outlining some preliminary conclusions.  The Inspectors have 

flagged up a number of issues including the protection of the green belt thus effectively 

postponing the enquiry.  R Turner agreed to keep members up to date on both situations. 

 (b) County Councillors Report – John Williams reported that the verge cutting programme has 

had to be reduced to two cuts a year beyond village 20 mph limits.  The budget for 15/16 

includes funding for the 18 bus service.  This cannot be said for the 16/17 financial year.  A 

review will be carried out and J William is concerned that patronage on the 18 has fallen 

over the past year. Anyway of promoting this service would be appreciated.  Members 

discussed the option of a bus timetable being displayed at the bus stop. 

ACTION: CLERK 

15-16/11 Finance 

 Total funds as of 28thApril: £66,831.26 

 Current account balance: £54,227.03 Savings account: £12,604.26 

 (a) Approval of accounts for 2014/2015 – Members approved the income and expenditure for 

2014/2015, the summary of receipts and payments and internal accounts.  Members 

thanked the internal auditor David Lee for his report. 

 (b) External audit form – Members approved accounts and responded to the Governance 

Statements.  The Chair and Clerk signed the form in the appropriate places. 

 (c) Review banking arrangements – Members were happy with the current banking 

arrangements, however, felt the use of internet banking to issue payments would be an 

improvement.  The Clerk was asked to investigate. 

ACTION: CLERK 

 (d) Review investment policy – Members agreed to refer the policy for review by the finance 
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committee. 

ACTION: CLERK 

 (e) Review risk strategy – J Beadsmoore advised that he had been reviewing the 2012 risk 

register and was investigating this further with NALC and CALPAC. 

ACTON: J BEADSMOORE/CLERK 

 (f) Approval of cheques: 

  (i) M Plumb £20.00 

  (ii) Aon UK Limited (renewal date 1st June 2015) £778.20 

  (iii) Scribe 2000 Ltd – Invoice 2015/105 £234.00 

 (g) Payments received: 

  (i) J & J Drake – Spring Warbler £25.00 

  (ii) LCN Dance Academy – Spring Warbler £40.00 

  (iii) JPK Wilson – Spring Warbler £25.00 

  (iv) Wilbraham Boiler Services – Spr/Sum/Aut/Win Warbler £60.00 

  (v) SCDC – Precept £11,000.00 

  (vi) Cooper Barnes Ltd – Warbler £40.00 

 (h) Review of systems of internal control – Members agreed that these were operating 

successfully. 

 (i) Section 106 Agreement - S/2599/13/FL – An agreement for S106 monies had been received 

for the development of Land Between Baptist Church and 76 Angle End.  This requires the 

developer to pay over the sum of £4258.90 as a financial contribution in lieu of on-site 

provision of public open space and £703.84 towards the off-site providing of community 

facility space.  Members discussed valid community projects including spending on the 

Memorial Hall mower and parish cemetery benches.  It was proposed and agreed that the 

agreement be signed and forwarded with a letter confirming projects would be investigated 

and once agreed confirmation would be sent. 

ACTION: CLERK 

 (j) St Nicholas Great Wilbraham – A letter had been received requesting a contribution for two 

specific uses.  Churchyard maintenance and a contribution to the tower toilet project.  

Members agreed to a £300 contribution to support maintenance of the churchyard.  

However, members agreed that no contribution be made to the tower toilet project on this 

occasion. 

ACTION: CLERK 

 (k) Wilbrahams Memorial Hall – A letter had been received requesting a contribution for the 

upkeep of the recreation ground.  Members agreed to support this request with a payment 

of £725, the amount that had been budgeted for 2015/16. 

ACTION: CLERK  

15-16/12 Review of Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Publication Scheme – S Ramus raised various 

issues with the current documents.  J Beadsmoore voiced his concern over the length of the 

documents, especially for a Council that comes under the recently introduced definition of a small 

Parish Council.  The Clerk was asked to investigate both issues. 

ACTION: CLERK 

15-16/13 Model code of conduct and review of Members’ Register of Disclosable Pecuniary interests – 

Members confirmed that they had reviewed the model code of conduct and their register of 

interests.  S Ramus & J Bray provided up dated forms for submission. 

ACTION: CLERK 

15-16/14 Planning and Tree Applications 

 (a) Planning Applications 

 i) S/0582/15/FL 83, High Mr & Mrs Extensions and re-roofing. 
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Street, Great 

Wilbraham, 

Cambridge, 

CB21 5JD 

Philip & Gail 

Robinson 

  - Members agreed that no objections be made for the proposal.  However, they 

would like to make the following comments: - 

The PC is very disappointed to see that yet another smaller property is increasing 

greatly in size, both in height, footprint and modern design. Although there are no 

material reasons to recommend refusal for this application, Councillors are 

unhappy with these proposed changes.  Near neighbours declined to comment 

when consulted.  

Councillors feel that this is the regrettable loss of another smaller property to be 

made much larger, which is adversely changing the character of our village.  

 

 ii) S/0898/15/LB Wendeye 

Cottage, 15 

Station Road, 

Great 

Wilbraham, 

Cambridge, 

CB21 5JA 

Mr Alister 

McFarquhar 

Internal alterations + removal of two 

none loading bearing and none original 

timber studs to create access. 

  - Members agreed that an approve recommendation be made for the proposal.  

They had no comments to make. 

 

 iii) S/0897/15/FL Wendeye 

Cottage, 15 

Station Road, 

Great 

Wilbraham, 

Cambridge, 

CB21 5JA 

Mr Alister 

McFarquhar 

Internal alterations + removal of two 

none loading bearing and none original 

timber studs to create access. 

  - Members agreed that an approve recommendation be made for the proposal.  

They had no comments to make. 

 iv) S/1088/15/FL 15 & 19, 

Angle End, 

Great 

Wilbraham, 

CB21 5JG 

Mr Anthony 

Ryan 

Reconstruction of outbuildings 

following damage by lorry 

  - Members agreed that an approve recommendation be made for the proposal.  

They had no comments to make. 

 v) S/1089/15/LB 15 & 19, 

Angle End, 

Great 

Wilbraham, 

CB21 5JG 

Mr Anthony 

Ryan 

Reconstruction of outbuildings 

following damage by lorry 

  - Members agreed that an approve recommendation be made for the proposal.  

They had no comments to make. 

 (b) Tree Applications (to undertake work on trees situated in a conservation area):-  

 (i) C/11/17/040/01 12 Church Mr Brian Lime in front garden – 30% crown thin 
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Street Fisher and reduce any branches up to 8m by 

30% 

  - Members agreed that they were happy for the proposed work to proceed. 

 (ii) C/11/40/040 14 Church 

Street 

Mary 

Sweeney 

Remove Dragons Claw Willow 

  - Members agreed that they were happy for the proposed work to proceed. 

 (c) Renewable Energy Systems Limited Proposed Solar Farm – All agreed there was no need 

currently for Rebecca Meeks to come to a Parish meeting.  Members asked the Clerk thank 

her for her offer and let her know should the situation change they would make contact 

again. 

ACTION: CLERK 

15-16/15 Parish Lands & Assets 

 (a) Re-affirm Parish Lands Annual Rent 2014/2015 

  Brimstone Fen 10.50 acres £736.47 

  Public Acre Field 1.00 acres £10.00 

  Parish Cemetery (Orchard) 0.75 acres £0.00 

  Gravel Pit 2.38 acres £157.00 

  Chalk Pit 1.8 acres £0.00 

  Gt Wilbraham Common 57.5 acres £0.00 

  Parish Allotments 0.5 acres (full plot £18(4) & half plot £10 (4)) £112.00 

  Amenity Area 0.33 (Temple End/Angle End) £0.00 

 (b) Review of rents for Parish Lands – Members agreed to review parish land rents at the July 

meeting. 

ACTION: CLERK 

 (c) Health & Safety Report – Members thanked J Bray and S Fordham for their excellent report.  

J Bray and the Clerk agreed to review key issues raised and investigate options in rectifying 

any of the problems. 

ACTION: J BRAY/CLERK  

15-16/16 General Village Matters 

 (a) Memorial Hall – A letter had been received from Richard Morley confirming that the 

Memorial Hall Trustees would support the Council with their request for assurances during 

the repayment period of the public works loan.  All members unanimously agreed to the 

request to release £15,000 from the reserve to support the renovation project. 

ACTION: CLERK 

 (b) Great Wilbraham sewer smell at Angle End – S Ramus advised that a timetable of 

complaints had been submitted to Anglian Water on the problem of strong sewer smells 

being experience at Angle End.  This was to seek reassurance that measures had been put 

in place to prevent this issue happening again. 

 (c) Trees at Copse and Angle End – Members were happy that N Start had agreed to work with 

the Council as a tree consultant.  It was now too late in the season for any action to be 

taken at the Copse and Angle End.  This would now be deferred to later in the year. 

 (d) Request for signage for Toft Way – A letter had been received for an additional street sign 

for Toft Way, where the lane veers off to the left from Toft Lane.  The Clerk was asked to 

investigate. 

ACTION: CLERK 

 (e) Parish Cemetery – The Sadler family bench was discussed.  P Davis and J Bray agreed to 

investigate this along with locations of benches with N Start and submit a proposal at the 

next meeting. 

ACTION: P DAVIS/J BRAY 
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 (f) Balfour Beatty – Street lighting proposals – J Beadsmoore had submitted a report and the 

requests made had been refused, further discussions are needed.  J Beadsmoore asked 

that members forward him any further comments. 

ACTION: J BEADSMOORE 

15-16/17 Annual Parish Meeting – Notes from this meeting would be circulated by the Clerk shortly.  The 

meeting included a discussion on affordable house which had been lively, challenging and heated 

at times. 

ACTION: CLERK 

15-16/18 Correspondence Received 

 (a) Haynes Barlee grant opportunity - A small grant from the Haynes Barlee Charity is to be paid 

to a young person resident in the Parish of Great Wilbraham in 2015.  Members were asked 

to publicise this opportunity.  P Davis was agreed to include information on the website. 

ACTION: ALL 

 (b) SCDC Proposed 3rd revision of the Local Validation List for applications for planning 

permission letter.  A letter requesting the views of all participants in the planning process.  

The consultation period ends 27th May 2015. 

 (c) Thank you letter received from Mrs M Leader – The Parish Council were thanked for putting 

forward the resurfacing of the pavement in Toft Way.  

15-16/19 Proposed dates and venue of next meetings – Members agreed to try bi- monthly meetings for the 

coming year meaning that the dates would be;16th July, 17th September, 19th November, 14th 

January, 17th March, 21st April (APM Annual Parish Meeting) and 19th May (Annual Parish Council 

Meeting) as the scheduled meeting dates for 2015-2016. 

15-16/20 Agenda items for next meeting 

Any business and payments, to be considered at the Parish Council meeting must be delivered to 

the Clerk for inclusion on the agenda at least 7 days prior to the meeting. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.36pm. 

 


