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Great Wilbraham Parish Cemetery 
 

The Cemetery is situated within the village of Great Wilbraham, on 

The Lanes, next to the school and near St Nicholas Church.  The 

access road is situated to the right of the school.  The land used to be 

known as the Clay Pit and had previously been used as a paddock.  

The process to develop it into a Cemetery began in 2009 since the 

burial ground at St Nicholas Church was beginning to run out of 

available space.   Parking is available on the two lay-bys on the other 

side of the road. 

 

The Cemetery is managed and maintained by Great Wilbraham 

Parish Council.  It is a ‘lawn’ burial ground, which ensures that the 

simplicity and tranquillity of the area is preserved.  After burial, the 

ground will be levelled, turfed or seeded.  It will then be mowed or 

strimmed as required.  This type of landscaping necessitates some 

restrictions regarding the type and size of monuments and 

decorations that are permitted and these are listed on the following 

page under ‘Rules and Regulations’. 

 

These rules and regulations are imposed in order that the immediate 

and long term maintenance of the Cemetery can be continued to a 

high standard.  We trust visitors will respect these rules and hope that 

they will appreciate that ‘Great Wilbraham Parish Cemetery’ is an 

uplifting place to visit and that it is sympathetic to the surrounding 

countryside. 
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Rules and Regulations 

The provisions of the Local Authorities Cemeteries Order 1977 

apply to this cemetery.  Under the provisions of the Order referred 

to above, Great Wilbraham Parish Council (the Council) being the 

burial authority for the Parish has also agreed the following 

regulations for the guidance of undertakers and relatives of those 

interred in the Cemetery.  They cover burials in earthen grave spaces, 

burial of cremated remains and also the type of memorial or 

headstone that may be erected on a grave space or cremation plot. 

 

Two copies of the ‘Great Wilbraham Parish Cemetery Leaflet’ will be 

given to the funeral arranger when permission for an interment is 

sought. One copy must be returned to the Parish Clerk prior to 

interment, duly signed, confirming that all parties have read and 

accepted the ‘Rules and Regulations’ that apply to Great Wilbraham 

Parish Cemetery. 

 

The ‘Council’ have their own gravedigger, he is the only gravedigger 

allowed on site.  Fees for the gravedigger are shown separately, and 

include the cost of soil removal. 

 

Graves and Memorial Plots 

Grants of exclusive right of burial will only be given to residents, ex-

residents or those with a provable connection to the village.  The 

grant of exclusive right of burial in an earthen grave space or of ashes 

in a cremation plot, shall be for 99 years.  A grave space may be used 
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for up to two interments.  Funeral Directors will indicate on the 

‘Notice of Interment’ form whether the grave space is to be dug for 

one or two interments.  For interment of cremated remains into an 

earthen grave space, application must be made to Great Wilbraham 

Parish Council. 

 

All fees and documentation must be received before the interment. If 

the Clerk has not received these the funeral will not be allowed to 

take place. 

 

Authority to re-open an existing grave must be obtained from the 

registered owner. 

 

The cemetery is a working cemetery and is in the early stages of being 

established, gravediggers and other workers will be operating on site 

at times.  Whilst every respect will be given, it may be unavoidable 

for work to take place in close proximity to the grave space. 

 

Headstones, Tablets, Memorial Plaques and Inscriptions 

The grant of rights to erect and maintain a memorial shall be for 20 

years.   No memorial may be erected until 6 months after the burial.  

An application to erect/carry out work on a memorial must be 

submitted to the Parish Council using the Memorial Application 

Form prior to work commencing.  To obtain the necessary authority, 

details of the proposed materials, size, style and inscription, together 

with the proposed location, shall be submitted on the form as well as  
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a diagram or picture to the Clerk of Great Wilbraham Parish Council. 

The ‘Council’ reserves the right to refuse any design that it judges will 

cause undue interference with the general maintenance of the 

Cemetery, or could be viewed as unsympathetic or causing offence. 

 

In all cases the decision of Great Wilbraham Parish Council shall be 

final and binding.  The following rules will be used:- 

 

1)  Only upright memorial headstones are permitted on earthen 

graves and must not exceed 4 feet (100 cm) in height, 2 feet 6 

inches (76 cm) in width, and 6 inches (15 cm) in thickness.  The 

plot number shall be inscribed on the rear of the headstone at the 

top.  The headstone must be positioned at the head of the grave 

on the foundation base and correctly secured in accordance with 

current statutory regulations (BS8415) and meet mandatory topple 

tests. 

2) Memorials on plots for cremated remains shall be tablets 45cm x 

45cm (18” x 18”) maximum and may be placed on a slab to raise 

them above ground level.   

3) No kerbs, edging, railings, chains, wire mesh or other enclosures 

will be allowed.  

4) Headstones and Memorial Tablets should be of granite, marble or 

slate, but not with a highly polished finished.  No monument 

constructed of plastic, wood (unless a temporary marker), glass, 

metal, tiles or any form of grave covering such as chippings, 

pavings, plantings or artificial turf will be allowed. 
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5) No decorations are allowed on the grave, or any adjacent shrubs, 

trees, fences etc.  To prevent obstruction to the grounds 

maintenance team and to avoid risk of injury in the event of 

breakage, free standing containers are not permitted, containers 

must be built into the headstone or tablet. 

6) Dead flowers, wreaths and other items must be disposed of in the 

area provided.  Dead flowers, wreaths or artificial floral tributes 

when degraded by elements, may be removed at the Council’s 

discretion. 

7) To avoid plots becoming overgrown the planting of shrubs, plants 

and flowers on or around graves is not allowed. 

 

Relatives are reminded that they are collectively responsible for the 

general appearance, upkeep and safety of the grave and any 

monument erected thereon. 

 

The granting of permission to erect a monument in Great Wilbraham 

Parish Cemetery is conditional upon the Parish Council not being 

held responsible for any damage to that monument, regardless of 

cause. Should a monument (in the opinion of the Parish Council) 

become a danger, or be in need of repair, the Parish Council shall 

require that it be made safe, repaired or removed at no cost to the 

Parish Council.  Headstone insurance is available. The stonemason 

may advise on this at the time of purchase.
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Agreement form 

This form must be completed, prior to interment and returned 

to the Parish Clerk, Great Wilbraham Parish Council, c/o  

18 Orchard Road, Melbourn, Royston SG8 6HL. 

 

I/We confirm that the ‘Rules and Regulations’ which apply to Great 

Wilbraham Parish Cemetery 

 

have been read and accepted by the family of the deceased. 

 

Name of deceased…………………………………………………. 

 

Date of funeral…………………………………………………….. 

 

Name of funeral arranger/s………….........………………………... 

 

Address………………........………………......……………………. 

 

……………………………….............…………………………….. 

 

………………….........…………………………………………….. 

 

Signed by funeral arranger………………………………..  

Date……………………… 
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Great Wilbraham Parish Council 

Cemetery Fees 

Interment Fees 
Parish 

Council 
fee 

Gravedigging 
cost 

Total 

Purchase of the exclusive right of burial in a grave 
for one person for a term of 99 years from the date 
of burial and interment of Great Wilbraham 
resident+ 

£250 £375 £625 

Purchase of the exclusive right of burial in a double 
depth grave for a term of 99 years from the date of 
burial and first interment of Great Wilbraham 
resident+ 

£250 £400 £650 

Interment fee for any subsequent opening £100 £375 £475 

Purchase exclusive right of burial in a grave for one 
person for a term of 99 years from the date of burial 
for stillborn or child under 2 years 

£50 £80 £130 

Purchase exclusive right of burial in a grave for one 
person for a term of 99 years from the date of burial 
for child under 12 years 

£100 £230 £330 

Purchase of ashes plot and first interment of Great 
Wilbraham resident+ 

£125 £60 £185 

Scattering of ashes in Memorial Garden £40   

For anyone not classified as a Great Wilbraham 
resident+ but has a proveable connection with the 
village. 

Double 

fee 
As above  

For casket shaped grave  Additional £50  

 

+ A Great Wilbraham resident for these purposes is a person who was domicile in the 
parish of Great Wilbraham either:- 
    1.      Immediately before his/her death; or 
    2.      When the exclusive right of burial was purchased, if at an earlier date; or 
    3.      Until he/she left the parish for care in his/her declining years; or 
    4.      In the case of a still-born child, if either or both parents are domicile in the parish at 

the time of interment. 

An application may be made to the Parish Council to consider an individual case. 
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Headstones, Tablets and Inscription Fees Price 

For the grant of right to erect and maintain a headstone 
(see terms and conditions) 

£50 

For the right to place a flat tablet flush with the surface 
of ground (see terms and conditions) 

£30 

For the right to place on any headstone of tablet 
additional inscription after the first 

£20 

For the right to place a plaque on a bench for 20 years £20 

 

Fees fixed under the Local Authorities Order 1974 (No. 628) at a 

meeting of Great Wilbraham Parish Council on 24th May 2012. 

To take effect from 7th June 2012.  Reviewed and amended at a 

meeting on 16th May 2013 to take immediate effect. 

 


