
Great Wilbraham Parish Council 

2016 Inspection of Parish Land and assets 

Inspected by Joy Bray and Sarah Fordham 

Assets and land inspected on 9th May 2016 

Key issues raised: 

 Parish Cemetery – Nettles/weeds need clearing around benches. Ongoing maintenance. 

 Chalk Pit (Nature reserve, Mill Rd) – maintenance required and perhaps a litter bin. 

 Asbestos removal required from Toft Lane ditch. 

 Wheelie bins are sometimes blocking the paths. 

 Request for a dropped kerb at the entrance to Ratfords Yard along Angle End path. 

Individual assets are listed on the attached sheet. 

Inspection 

Chalk Pit, Mill Road Nature Reserve (1.80 Acres) Grid Ref: TL 55703, 55707 
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The nature reserve is adjacent to the farm track to 

Great Wilbraham Hall Farm, Mill Road.  

There is litter at the entrance and along the verge 

towards A11. 

The Chalk Pit is overgrown and currently 

inaccessible.  The PC had a request from a 

member of the public to place a geocache here, 

which would be of benefit to the reserve as it would 

keep the pathway in use and geocachers are likely 

to help keep the area clean, rather than increase 

litter. 

We suggest strimming the 

pathway to bring the route 

around the reserve back into 

use and ask the PC to discuss 

the possibility of placing a litter 

bin at the entrance to the 

reserve. 



 

Gravel Pit, Butt Lane (2.38 Acres) Grid Ref: TL 55615, 56835 

 

Land is let to and cultivated by the Pauls from Bottisham.  At the time of inspection, the land was 

sown to peas.  Three sides of the boundary are clearly definable by the bridleway and a hawthorn 

hedge ridge within the field.  The Northernmost edge is less distinct because the boundary 

hedgerow has been removed to make cultivation easier as part of a larger field. 

There was no sign of dog waste on the track to Gravel Pit.  The dog waste bin sited in Butt Lane 

continues to make a significant improvement to this lane. 

   

 

Temple End/Angle End copse  Grid Ref: TL 55095, 57538 

Area was uncut at the time of inspection, but the grass was mown the following week.  The copse is 

tidy and trees are in good condition. 

                                            

 

The location of Gravel Pit 

(marked in pink), makes it 

rather difficult for the 

Parish Council to do 

anything other than rent 

out the land for arable 

farming, as it is too far 

away from the village to be 

of any benefit to residents. 



                                                      

Parish Acre (adj. Herrings House, Fulbourn) (1.00 Acres) Grid Ref: TL 53257, 57002 

                                    

This acre of land remains under tenancy agreement.  The gate at the entrance was padlocked and 

secure and the Parish Council sign is in good condition.  No fly tipping present.  Land is tidy.  

This land continues to be of very little benefit to the Parish, so it is suggested that the “peppercorn 

rent” is continued to ensure the land is well managed. 

 

Brimstone Fen (10.50 Acres) Grid Ref: TL 53227, 57977 

 

 

 

          

The land continues to be rented to White Brothers.  Sown to a healthy crop of wheat.           

The boundaries are defined by drains, hedges and the river bank with the exception of the 

Northern tip of the field which merges with non-Parish land.  The boundary can be seen on 

an Ordnance Survey map, because it follows the Parish boundary line. 

 

The parcel of land is accessible from a farm track only.   There is a Public Right Of Way 

running around the Western boundary and Great Wilbraham Common is also accessible 

from this point.  

 

 



Great Wilbraham Common Grid Ref: TL 53438, 57746 (64.2 Acres) 

       

 
Great Wilbraham Parish Cemetery (Prev. Clay Pit)  (0.75 Acres) Grid Ref: TL54747, 57981               

                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

      
    

The grass in the cemetery itself is tidy, but weeds along 
both sides of the driveway look less pleasant. 

The ditch is clear.  New weeds are beginning to grow on 
the driveway (weedkiller was applied in December 2015). 

On the day of inspection, weeds and nettles were growing 
up through the slats of the three benches, making them 
unusable to visitors. 

It is recommended that clear instructions  are given with regard to 

cemetery maintenance, (eg. Removal of weeds from around 

benches, is the removal of bird detritus from benches included? 

Etc..).  Consider maintenance of left hand side boundary hedge 

during Autumn/Winter to take top out to encourage more side 

growth.  Orchard trees may have been planted too close to the 

boundary hedge to enable mechanical maintenance of hedge in 

future. 

Quote for second application of weedkiller to driveway has already 

been obtained – this will be sprayed by Ian Fordham in June 2016. 

Being a Site of Special Scientific Interest, Great 

Wilbraham Common is one of the Country’s best 

wildlife sites.  Funding comes from Natural England 

under the Higher Level Stewardship Scheme.  The 

Common is owned by the village and very well 

managed and maintained by the Common Rights 

Holders under the leadership of Jo Ladbrooke. 29 

properties in Great Wilbraham have “Common Rights”. 

The common has been divided into two areas for more 

efficient grazing. The fencing is all in good condition 

and serving its’ purpose. 

The Common is in good, tidy condition. 

 



Church Close Allotment gardens, approx 1,300 Square Metres (estimate from Google Earth 

Pro) 

      

Parish owned allotment gardens in a central part of the village.  The plots were nicely cultivated, 

except for some unsightly areas towards the rear of some plots that back onto the Pub wall. 

Village Sign  

   

Seats 

All in relatively good condition 

Bus shelter      

The bus shelter brickwork and roof is in good condition.  The woodworm on the seats was treated 

last year. The shelter is clear of Ivy and there is currently no litter, just leaves and debris, which has 

since been cleaned away 

 

Public footpath signs (Frog End, Butt Lane and The Drove, Mill Road) - All in good solid 

condition. 

 

Telephone box – The box looks lovely with its new coat of paint.  It is still awaiting shelving, so it 
can be used as a book lending library. 

 

The sign is intact and in good condition after 

repairs were completed last year. 

 



Dog Waste Bins (Frog End, Toft Lane, Church Street, Butt Lane, Angle End) - All in good 
condition. 

 

Salt Bins (Toft Lane, Church Close) - In good condition and both are full of salt.  

 

Toft Lane/Toft Way Bollards – Good condition. 

 

 

Miscellaneous 

           

Toft Lane footpath        

      

Low grade roofing asbestos is still in the ditch next to the allotments.  Requires removal. 

On the day of inspection, ivy covered branches were overhanging from the hedge near to the 

pumping station, making it difficult to walk along the path.  The following week, the tenant of the 

adjacent pony paddock, Cathy Stringer, removed the overhanging branches. 

Cathy tried to contact the Parish Council when recently, some trees near to the paddock boundary 

that aren’t her responsibility, were hanging into the road.  She didn’t receive any response.  The 

trees have since been cleared away. It would be of benefit to both parties to meet and clarify who is 

responsible for what parts of the hedge/ditch.  It is likely that the ditch is the responsibility of County 

Council.  There are lots of suckers growing in the ditch which should be removed.   

 

 

 

 



Trees  

        

      

 

Tree debris has been placed along a property boundary in Butt Lane, presumably to provide privacy 

while a new hedge grows, but it is unsightly and could be seen as fly tipping. PC should contact the 

property owner and ask that the debris is removed and disposed of responsibly once their hedge is 

established. 

    

 

Obstructions on paths 

The hedge at No 1 Angle End is overhanging the path, causing an obstruction.   

  

Despite being “ring barked” in 2014, this 

tree is still flourishing, on the land adjacent 

to the Church Close - Toft Lane footpath. 

Any problems with the tree should be 

reported to SCDC as it stands on their 

land. 

PC to contact the property owner, to ask that 

the obstructing hedge be cut back to the 

boundary line. 



Wheelie bins are sometimes causing an obstruction on the paths.  This makes it difficult for 

pedestrians and those using pushchairs, mobility scooters or wheelchairs. 

May we suggest that the PC put an article in the Warbler and on the Wilbrahams’ website to ask 

residents to be considerate when placing their bins on the foot paths. 

Also contact SCDC to ask that the refuse collectors also show consideration when placing the 

emptied bins back on the pavements and try not to cause obstructions. 

Please contact the licensee at the Carpenter’s Arms and ask similarly, that they place their signs 

with care to ensure the path is not obstructed, as a resident has commented on their difficulty 

getting past the “A boards” on the path. 

 

Dropped Kerb request 

 

     

End of report. 

There is no dropped kerb at Ratfords Yard.  A 

resident using the Angle End path on a mobility 

scooter found it difficult to negotiate the drop.  

Elderly residents regularly walk on the road rather 

than the path down Angle End to get to the shop 

because the step up and down the kerb causes 

them difficulty. 

Could the PC consider asking County Council if a 

dropped kerb could be inserted? 

 


